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								Spirit Airlines Faces RICO Act. After 
								Florida
Appeals Court
								Gives Green Light
	 


							 


							
								
								
								September 25, 2014 - Spirit Airlines passengers 
								filed a lawsuit against the carrier under the 
								RICO Act. alleging the carrier was deceptive 
								with its ticket prices, the plaintiffs case was 
								thrown out in Florida's district court. 
								However, on appeal, 
								Florida's District 
								Appeals Court vacated and remanded the case for 
								trial. 

								
								
								The plaintiffs in this case (D.C. Docket No. 
								0:12-cv-61528-RNS) alleged Spirit Airlines 
								conducted an enterprise by means of racketeering 
								activity through mail and wire fraud involving 
								the concealment and misrepresentation of 
								airfares and user fees. That the carrier would 
								offer cheap airfares and then tack on high 
								baggage fees and other passenger fees resulting 
								in a much higher ticket price then advertized. 

								
								
								The plaintiffs in the case believed that the 
								very law that brought down organized crime 
								bosses (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt 
								Organizations Act. 18 U.S.C.§§ 1961-68) could be 
								used to go after Spirit Airlines and its ticket 
								pricing tactics through "predicate acts of mail 
								and wire fraud involving the concealment and 
								misrepresentation of airfares and user fees." 
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								The plaintiffs initially brought the case before Florida's Southern 
								District Court in which they stated the carrier 
								holds itself out as an “Ultra Low Cost Carrier” 
								offering airfares at rates far lower than other 
								providers. However, the carrier disguise the 
								real cost of the ticket prices through a scheme 
								in which they would force the ticket buyer to 
								purchase a ticket through unbundled passenger 
								charges which is normally included in the price 
								of an airline ticket with other carriers.

								
								
								Specifically, plaintiffs alleged Spirit Airlines 
								charged passengers a usage fee when they buy 
								tickets through its website or call center. When 
								searching for flights on the carrier's website, 
								the consumer only sees the base fares. Once the 
								passenger has selected a flight, a webpage 
								directs the passenger to “confirm” the flight on 
								a page that displays both the base fare and an 
								undifferentiated amount labeled “Taxes & Fees.” 
								For a breakdown of these charges, the consumer 
								then must click on an additional link, “more 
								information,” which lists “Passenger Usage Fee” 
								alongside 
								government taxes and fees.

								
								
								Spirit moved to dismiss the case arguing that 
								permitting the plaintiffs RICO action would 
								prevent Congress’s intent to delegate entirely 
								the regulation of airline ticket prices and 
								price advertising to the Department of 
								Transportation (DOT). The District Court agreed 
								and threw out the case.

								


							
					 	
 



						


					
						
						
						However, the plaintiffs appealed their case before the 
						11th Circuit Court of Appeals and on Tuesday the court 
						said "we disagree" and 
						vacated the lower courts order and remanded the case to 
						be returned back to the lower court for trial. The 
						appeals court went on to say federal laws do not preempt 
						other federal laws, subsequent legislation could 
						preclude the plaintiffs’ claims only if congress had 
						repealed the provisions of RICO, at least insofar as 
						they authorized plaintiffs actions. Congress did not do 
						so expressly through the Airline Deregulation Act of 
						1978.
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	Other News Stories 
								 
						(For the latest news please 
						checkout our home page)
	 
	
			
			
			Congress Urges FCC To Maintain Ban On Cellphone Calls On Commercial 
			Aircraft
	
			
			At 13,000 Feet, Pilot Crashes Plane After Propeller Brakes In Half
	
			
			Monday Night, The United States Began Airstrikes Against ISIS 
			Targets In Syria
	
			
			Pilot Strike Costing Air France $25 Million Per Day
	
			
			TOBC Owner And Mother Killed In Plane Crash At Virginia 
			International Raceway
	
			
			Representative Hultgren Introduce Safe Towers Act, Hiring Procedure 
			FAA Controllers
	
			
			FAA Calls On The Aviation Industry To Equip For NextGen
	
			
			Navy MQ-4C Triton, Unmanned Aircraft Fly's 11 Hours From California 
			To Maryland
	
			
			August 2014 Was The Warmest Month On Record For Globe Driven By Warm 
			Oceans
	
			
			FTL Airport Software Handled 800 Aircraft A Day With Only One Runway 
			In Use
	
			
			NASA To End Astronaut Space Travel With Russia
	
			
			United Airlines Offers Flight Attendants $100,000 For Early 
			Retirement
	
			
			FAA Fines British Airways For Shipping An Oxygen Generator On A 
			Passenger Flight
	
			
			Igor Sikorsky’s VS-300 Helicopter Transformed Aviation 75 Years Ago
	
			
			Russia Considers Blocking Western Aircraft Over Its Airspace, But At 
			What Price?
	
			
			Two Navy F/A-18 Hornets Collide Midair Over The Pacific Ocean
	
			
			FAA Calls For Comments On Aircraft Bonded Repair Size Limits Policy
	
			
			United Airlines Passenger Admits Abusive Sexual Contact Of Sleeping 
			Woman
	
			
			Boeing Goes On The Attack Over Al Jazeera's "Broken Dreams, The 
			Boeing 787"
	
			
			United Airlines Passenger Admits Abusive Sexual Contact Of Sleeping 
			Woman
	
			
			Red Bull Air Race, Ivanoff Wins Texas, Bonhomme New Championship 
			Leader
	
			
			NTSB Study Shows Upward Trend In Drug Use By General Aviation Pilots
	
			
			Settlement Reached In Agricultural Pilot Killed By Unmarked 
			Evaluation Tower
	
			
			Dutch Safety Report Indicates Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 Broke Up 
			In Flight
	
			
			NTSB, Unstabilized Approach Caused UPS Flight 1354 To Crash
	
			
			Pilot And Flight Instructor Killed After Hitting A CSX Train
	
			
			Pilot Killed At Reno-Stead Airport During A Qualifying Air Race 
			Event
	
			
			Southwest Airlines Unveils Its New Look, Same Heart
	
			
			FAA Begins Testing Unleaded Gas For Use In General Aviation Aircraft
	
			
			Ryanair To Purchase 200 New Boeing 737 MAX 200 Worth Over $22 
			Billion
	
			
			Embraer Opens New Engineering & Technology Center In Melbourne, FL
	
			
			Overweight, Unable To Get A Return Flight To The US, Dies, Airlines 
			Settle Lawsuit
	
			
			Bombardier CSeries Aircraft Resumes Flight Testing
	
			
			Hypoxia May Have Caused Crash Of A Socata TBM-700 Off The Coast Of 
			Jamaica
	
			
			NAAP Petitions The FAA To Set Standards For Passenger Seats
	
			
			Cessna Citation CJ3+ Receives FAA Type Certification
	
			
			Skydiver Set To Break Guinness World Record For Most Parachute Jumps 
			In 24 Hours
	
			
			Instructional Flight That killed 2, Pilot Was Not FAA Certified 
			Flight Instructor
	
			
			Bell Helicopter Breaks Ground On New Bell 505 Assembly Plant In 
			Lafayette, LA
	
			
			Ex-Pilot's Lawsuit Against Monroe County Sheriff's Aviation 
			Department Tossed Out
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